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 Go to the Ant 
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 Peter Privitera 

Date: 

 March 5, 2023 

Scriptures: 

 Proverbs 6:1-19 

Theme: Consider the way of the ant and become wise. 
 
Introduction: The ant seems like a common, ordinary creature in God’s world. Yet closer 
study reveals its remarkable qualities; and here in Proverbs, the ant functions as an 
illustration of wisdom. The father appeals to the ant’s example in order to teach his son 
how to live rightly in God’s world. 
 
Here are 4 unflattering portraits of persons who should learn from the ant: 
 
1. The ensnared son (1-5) 
 The father first warns the son against being ensnared by his own mouth, including in  
  making a promise on a co-signed loan. He counsels to be diligent in finding a way  
  out of the compromising situation. 
 Whatever the motive that got him there, the father urges the son to be humble, to  
  respond rightly, and to learn from his foolish decision. 
2. The sluggard (6-11) 
 The sluggard comes up with all kinds of reasons that he finds compelling for not  
  taking responsibility for his own situation. 
 The sluggard does everything out of season: sleeps too late, works too little, and  
  blames others for his problems in life. 
 The ant serves as a contrast: he has a clear and limited scope of responsibility, and he  
  is diligent and faithful to fulfill it. 
 The father is still treating him like a son, appealing to him to turn from his folly and to  
  choose the path of the wise. 
3. The worthless (12-15) 
 Even though he is lazy, the sluggard is still busy and active. It’s just anxious, bad-faith  
  activity. He’s industrious at doing evil, not good. 
 The father calls out such persons as worthless, not doing what they are supposed to  
  do, but instead working for wicked gain. 
 Their worthless is especially demonstrated in how they ‘sow discord.’ 
4. The divisive (16-19) 
 Finally, the father calls out 7 things the Lord hates, and we see that they are qualities  
  that bring destruction and division into the world, such as a false witness. 
 It is important that we are humble and honest so that we can turn from such things. 
 
Questions: 
1. What responsibilities has God, in his providence, given to you? 
 

2. Are you faithful to all your responsibilities? How do you need to grow? 
 

3. Are you honest about your sins? 


